
 
 
Last week there was a fire outside of town, several 

miles away over the hills to the west.  It started as a 

small brushfire, but dry winds coming up from the 

south fed the flames and pushed it towards the hills.  

By midafternoon, we were amazed to see a massive 

cloud of ash piling up in the horizon, almost 

appearing like a volcanic eruption.  In the night, we 

watched as the flames slowly crept across the hills.  

It was unnerving to say the least, but the fire was 

extinguished by the second night.  As we took 

several of the youth hiking up the cerro de la antena 

(a hill outside of town), we could see clearly that 

even though the flames had looked close, they had 

still been very far away from town!  We give thanks 

to God for his protection, for driving the winds and 

flame away from us.   

Even through all the challenges and dangers that 

come our way, God has pulled us through and kept a 

shield of protection around Casa del Pastor.  When 

problems seem so close and insurmountable, He 

sees the whole picture.  He is indeed our refuge and 

our strength, our very present help in trouble.  We 

still learn more and more daily to rely on Him and 

not our own means, for He knows our needs even 

before we do.   

 

Several weeks ago, our moms and other women 

from the church community were blessed by our 

annual women's retreat at Art's ranch outside of 

town.  The subject of the daylong study and sessions 

was the book of Ester, comparing our calling as 

Christians to be loyal to our heavenly king, versus 

the standards of the world. All in all, it was an 

amazing retreat, and the moms were happy to enjoy 

a day away to study and be filled with good 

teaching.  This would not have been possible 

without the team of volunteers from various Calvary 

Chapels; Patty V. from Texas, Laura, Adele, Linda, 

Gale, and others who put this event together over 

eight months of prayer and effort.  We are 

immensely thankful for these Spirit-filled women, 

and for the love God has imparted on them for the 

moms of Casa del Pastor.  May God protect and 

bless all that you do in His name! 

 

We would like to ask prayer this month for one of 

our families who left the shelter this month 

unexpectedly.  We have mentioned Apalonia in 

previous letters, who has four children: Damancio, 

Fernando, Cristina, and baby Xitlaly who was born 

last year.  They arrived at the shelter about a year 

ago, and it was apparent right away that these kids 

had come out of a bad situation. They were socially 

withdrawn and unable to connect with the other 

children. But within months they were healthy and 

happy and fit right in.  Now it appears that the father 

of the baby wanted Apalonia to return to him, and 

she agreed.  She loaded her belongings into his 

pickup truck, while the kids looked shellshocked.  



We prayed with the children before they left, and 

asked God to watch over them.  We have not heard 

back from them since.  

 

When a mom decides to leave, we have no means of 

preventing it, even if we know it will mean hardship 

again for their children.  It is one of the most 

difficult parts of ministry here, knowing that kids 

will often times suffer for the decisions of their 

mothers.  That is why it is so critical that we reach 

these moms, if we want to have any positive effect 

in the lives of the children.  Please keep Apalonia in 

your prayers, that her eyes would be opened to the 

damage her choices will cause her kids, if they are 

indeed returning to the same situation they came out 

of.  Pray for the kids, that regardless of what 

happens that they will not forget the LORD and that 

He would protect this family from harm. 

This month we would like to introduce one of our 

long-time moms, Maria de Ocho, who has been with 

us for roughly six years.  Many who have visited our 

home are well-familiar with this family of eight 

children--Anadeli, Jose, Manuel, Carlos, Antonio, 

Cintia, and the twins Carla and Isaac.    

Maria was born in a rural part of the state of 

Chihuahua about 30 years ago.  For many families 

out in the hills and rural communities, girls are not 

considered valuable.   At age 12, her alcoholic 

parents decided to sell her for a bottle of liquor.  She 

managed to run away before then, and made her way 

to Baja California, where she met and moved in with 

an older man from Oaxaca.   

She became pregnant at a young age, and a couple 

that had been helping her out gave her a ride to the 

hospital to give birth to her baby.  After the baby 

was born, they went to get the car and took the baby 

with them, telling Maria they would pick her up in 

front of the hospital.  They never did.  Maria waited 

two days at the hospital, not knowing what to do or 

what had happened to her child.  To this day, she 

still has not found her.   

The father of that baby left her, and she moved in 

with another older man by whom she had her other 

children.  But her immaturity and the scars of losing 

her first child affected her deeply.  She was listless 

and apathetic, unwilling to do much for the sake of 

her children.  At about age eight, her daughter 

Anadeli basically took care of all the children. In 

desperation, Maria came to Casa del Pastor pregnant 

with her daughter Cintia.  Through various 

circumstances, she left and returned again with her 

infant twins Clara and Isaac.   

 

Maria has grown a great deal in her time at CDP, 

coming to know the Lord and learning how to better 

take care of her large family.  Social workers who 

had known her in the past were amazed to hear the 

difference, as Maria had seemed a lost cause to 

them.  We yet ask for prayers for this family, as 

Maria often struggles with her flesh and is still 



growing in her faith.  Pray that her desire grows for 

a relationship with Jesus, and that heart would be 

prepared to submit and obey to His will.  We care 

deeply for her children that we have known well 

these past six years, and we ask for prayers for them 

as well, especially the older boys who are growing 

into teenagers and are at a critical point in their 

lives.  We pray for wisdom in ministering to them, 

disciplining them, and instructing them in the Lord 

in a way they will take to heart. Just as with 

Apalonia, the spiritual well-being of the children 

rests with the mom.  Please lift them up in prayer 

with us! 

Lisa's daughter Tania will be graduating from bible 

college this month, after completing her two year 

program!  We are excited for her and all that the 

Lord has done in her life.  Right now she is not sure 

what she plans to do next, but she is deeply secure in 

the LORD and trusts in Him for all things. 

We ask for prayer for our young adults who are not 

well in their walk with the Lord.  Pancho and Isabel 

have both left San Vicente and have been making 

bad decisions, pursuing and embracing that which 

they know is wrong.  Itzel is also in need of prayer, 

and we have been reaching out to her and seeing 

some good signs, but it is all in God's hands, not 

ours.  Please pray for them with us.  They have all 

been raised in the faith, but chosen to turn away 

from God to chase the desires of the world.  Pray 

that they would become sick of their sin and that the 

Lord would open their eyes.  

 

We ask for continued prayer for the needs of the 

ministry, namely our still-dysfunctional septic 

system and our hope for a new school van.   

Thank you to all our brothers and sisters, our 

partners in ministry to these families!  We lift you 

up in prayer each week, that the Lord bless the work 

of your hands and all that you do to serve His name.  

We look forward to seeing many of you as the 

summer mission team season begins!  May God 

bless you and keep you continually.   

 

 

 

Prayer Requests: 

 

o Growth and unity as servants of 

Christ 

 

o For the children of Apalonia 

 

o For Maria and her family 

 

o For those in our family who have  

  gone astray 

 

o Continued provision for the needs of 

the ministry   

 

 

 

 


